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Host School Application

SFGSA Growing Greener Grounds Conference: October 8-9, 2004
Please print or type clearly.

School name:  



School address:  




School phone number:  






Name of primary contact, phone #/e-mail address/ summer contact information:
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Name of secondary contact phone #/e-mail address/summer contact information: ___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Name and signature of school principal:   

I  understand that by signing this form I am permitting  _______________________________     School to host workshops affiliated with the 2004 Growing Greener School Grounds Conference, sponsored by the San Francisco Green Schoolyard Alliance. 

Print Name

Signature/ Date

Does your school currently have a schoolyard master plan?     Yes      No

Please tell us about your existing school grounds.  Has your school ever undertaken green schoolyard-related projects?  If so, what kinds?  You may enclose photographs if you would like to.  (Enclose a self addressed stamped envelope if you would like them returned.)

Does your school currently use the schoolyard as an outdoor classroom?  If so, how?  
Which aspects of your school grounds would you like to improve by hosting workshops for the Growing Greener School Grounds conference?   (At least one workshop at each school site will create a permanent element to improve the school grounds.)

Which workshops would your school be most interested in hosting for the conference?  Please select 10 of your favorite options below and rank them 1-10 to show your interest level (1=most desirable).   Construction-related workshops that can result in permanent and semi-permanent additions to the school grounds are indicated in bold type.

Food systems

· Gardening 101: garden management practices (basic level)

· Garden design and construction techniques (intermediate and advanced levels)

· Cooking with produce from the garden: recipes and techniques for cooking with a whole class

· Animal husbandry on school grounds: building and maintaining chicken coops, rabbit hutches, goat pens, etc.

· Fruit orchards: planting, maintaining, pruning, etc. (espaliered fruit trees, grafting, etc.)

· Building clay ovens for outdoor baking
Wildlife habitat & native plants

· Creating wildlife habitats on school grounds using native plants

· Butterfly and bird gardens/pollinator gardens

· Creating schoolyard ponds and wetlands
· Seed saving techniques: fostering biodiversity in the schoolyard


Water systems

· Water conservation techniques for school grounds (in the building and on school grounds: water use audits, low flow devices, rain barrels, cisterns, rainfall calculation techniques, etc.)

· Constructed wetlands and swales for graywater and urban runoff purification

· Living machines:  construction information for classroom models and curriculum connections

· Understanding your own local watershed and learning to use your school grounds as a water-cycle teaching tool.

Energy efficiency and renewable energy

· Energy efficiency on school grounds (conducting energy audits, passive solar retrofits, insulation techniques, planting shade trees in appropriate places, etc.)

· Connecting the schoolyard to sunshine patterns: Building sundials of many shapes and sizes, creating seasonal gardens (with solstices and equinox markings, etc.), planting energy gardens (w/oil producing plants)

· Using sun and wind power: using solar panels, solar box cookers, wind turbines, etc. on school grounds

Waste-as-a-resource

· “From Trash to Treasure”- reusing and recycling materials to construct new things on school grounds (e.g. art installations, recycled concrete benches and planters, etc.)

· Waste reduction techniques for schools: waste audits, recycling programs, hot and cold composting techniques, worm composting
Play elements

· Building play and garden elements out of living and dried willow branches

· Building mazes on school grounds: many different examples and methods (from painted to constructed designs)

Participation in design, construction, & stewardship (maintenance)

· Techniques for fostering school and community participation in the design, construction, and stewardship of school grounds  (student, staff, faculty, and neighborhood participation; leading design charettes, model building, open houses, etc.)

Outdoor classroom design & improvements

· Creating a master plan for your own ecological schoolyard: participatory planning techniques, site analysis, goal setting, project phasing, curriculum integration, security considerations, etc.

· Building schoolyard pathways from different materials 

· Seating: design and construction of story circles, amphitheaters, outdoor classrooms, benches, etc.

· Building shade structures to protect students from the sun

· Building garden sheds and other outdoor storage facilities


Curriculum connections

· Techniques for integrating outdoor classrooms permanently into your school’s curriculum

· Art: schoolyard mural techniques

· Art: schoolyard mosaic techniques

· Art: sculptures for schoolyards

· Language arts/English/foreign languages:  building and using an outdoor story circle or amphitheater

· Health:  teaching about nutrition and health using a school garden

· Special education:  using ecological schoolyards to teach special education classes

· Math:  math on the school grounds (calculating rain fall, garden measurements, computing recycling impact, etc.)

· Science:  monitoring plant growth cycles, air & water quality measurements, etc.

Case study forums (presentations by a panel of other local schools on a single theme)

· Cooking and nutrition education on school grounds: case studies and best practices

· Making and using wildlife habitats on school grounds: case studies and best practices

· Getting schoolyard greening projects off the ground:  “How did you do that?!”

· Animal husbandry on school grounds: case studies and best practices

Other workshop ideas:
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SFGSA Member Organizations





Adopt-A-Watershed





Aquatic Outreach Institute





Coevolution Institute





 Dept. of the Environment,


City and County of San Francisco


 


 Dr. Cobb School





EcoSchool Design





 Friends of Recreation & Parks





  Friends of the Urban Forest


 


 Funders' Forum on


Environment and Education





 Haight Ashbury


Neighborhood Council





John Muir Elementary School





 Life Frames, Inc


 


Neighborhood Parks Council





 Preparing the Ground





Project OLE





Rooftop School





San Francisco Beautiful





San Francisco Planning and Urban Research Association





  sfLEARNs





Trust for Public Land





Tule Elk Park Child


Development Center


 





SFGSA Endorsers





American Friends Service Committee





Strybing Arboretum 
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