[image: image1.jpg]


Become a Host School for the 

2004 Growing Greener School Grounds Conference!
Enhance your schoolyard’s ecology and outdoor learning environment!

Conference dates:  October 8th & 9th, 2004

The San Francisco Green Schoolyard Alliance (SFGSA) will be holding our second Growing Greener School Grounds Conference this fall on October 8th and 9th, 2004, and we are looking for three San Francisco public schools to host our conference workshops.  Building on the successful conference we organized in October 2002, we again plan to bring together over 200 K-12 teachers and community members from San Francisco and the greater Bay Area to learn more about creating and sustaining vibrant outdoor learning environments.  We invite you to join us in planning this exciting event.

What’s in store for conference participants?

The conference will begin with a Friday evening event which will feature a keynote lecture, a resource fair, and opportunities for local green schoolyards to showcase their work.  On Saturday, conference participants will have the opportunity to enroll in two half-day workshops (3 hours each) held at three San Francisco public schools, and select from a wide range of workshop topics with hands-on schoolyard greening techniques, networking opportunities, best practices information, and curriculum connections.  (See attached application for a list of workshop options.)

Why become a host school?

· At least one workshop held at each host school will result in a permanent schoolyard improvement for the school to keep.  (This will be worked out in advance with the host school and matched to their interests and site selection choices, etc.)  All materials for schoolyard improvements and workshops, as well as instructor time, will be donated by the conference.

· Five teachers, parents, or school staff members from the host school will receive complementary enrollment to the conference.

· Your school will be featured on our conference brochure and related literature.

How can your school become a host school? 

If your school is interested in hosting conference workshops, please do the following:

· Complete the attached application and return it to: 

San Francisco Green Schoolyard Alliance 

c/o San Francisco Beautiful, Attn: Tamar Cooper

564 Market Street, Suite 709

San Francisco, CA  94104

Applications must be received by 4:30 pm, on Thursday, March 18th, 2004. 

Questions about the application may be sent to:  sharon@ecoschools.com

· Please note that the application must be signed by the school principal and at least one teacher/parent contact. The school contact person should be someone who can help to coordinate some of the logistics for hosting the workshops at that school site. 

· All applicants will be notified of their application’s status in early April.

We hope you will help us host this event, and that representatives from your school will attend the conference.

Sincerely,

Nan McGuire

Chair, San Francisco Green Schoolyard Alliance
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